Comma Rules You May be Forgetting

· Commas separate more than one descriptive word describing the same word.  


Racing car drivers like long, streamlined cars.

· Commas separate words or groups of words that interrupt the flow of the sentence.  


Jimmy Doolittle, Air Force squadron leader during WWII, was admired by those who know him.


Sushi, if you must know, is my favorite food.
Comma Rules

· The words therefore, however, nevertheless, inasmuch as, are set off by commas when they interrupt a complete thought.  


Unfortunately for Herbert Hoover, however, he became president a year before the crash of 1929.


Can we, therefore, call the investors overcautious?

· A comma separates an introductory word or group of words from the complete thought.  


Before the New Deal, laissez-faire economics was practiced..


Before Roosevelt introduced the New Deal, laissez-faire economics was practiced.
Comma Rules

· Commas separate two independent clauses (each with a subj., verb, and complete thought) that are joined by a connecting word such as and, or, but, or for.  


The office building will be torn down, and a parking lot will replace it.


BUT NOT:


He is smart, but lazy.

FRQ- PASSAGE IDENTIFICATION

· Know Key Terminology!!!!

· Read quickly and underline/ circle/ annotate

· Do NOT try to find everything that is interesting in a passage.  Remember:  The passage has been chosen by the testers because it demonstrates a few literary elements VERY strongly.

· Format is important:  each of the three body paragraphs might be dedicated to a different literary element (EX:  alliteration, sentence structure, imagery)

